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The hypogeum from the Carrer París (Cerdanyola del Vallès, Barcelona): 
micromorphological study of a Late Neolithic and Bell-Beaker funeral deposit

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 15-36

This paper presents the contributions to the study of the hypogeum of the Carrer París in Cerdanyola del 
Vallès, Barcelona, dated between 2878-2206 bc. The hypogeum of Carrer Paris was first used for a collective 
inhumation during the Late Neolithic. Afterward it was used again during the Bell-Beaker Chalcolithic for three 
different burial episodes including Bell-Beaker vessels. The continued use of the sepulcher highlights the evolution 
of common funeral practices in the Neolithic towards a progressive tendency to individualize burials parallel to 
the adoption of bell-shaped vessels. The study shows that the hypogeum was conceived and constructed well in 
advance of its use as well as the existence of a funeral ritual related to the use of fire prior to its use as a sepulchre. 
In addition, the sedimentary infilling of the structure by geogenic processes and identifies the post-depositional 
processes that the burials have suffered. In this case, it has allowed us to identify and characterize better the 
constructive and funerary process of this type of prehistoric burials in the peninsular Northeast.

Key words: Geoarchaeology; burial; constructive process; Late Neolithic; Bell Beaker Culture.
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Phoenician-influenced metallurgy in Central Portugal. Three socketed arrowheads with 
spur from Monte Figueiró (Ansião)

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 37-52

This paper presents the results of a study carried out on three previously unpublished Iron Age socketed 
arrowheads with spur from Monte Figueiró –Central Portugal–, a site located between the Tagus and Mondego 
rivers. This region is of the utmost importance to understanding how Mediterranean influences penetrated 
along the Iberian Atlantic coast and up to the inland Portuguese territories, through Phoenician traders, since 
the Early Iron Age –8th century bc–. The socketed arrowheads with spurs, originally produced in the South-
eastern end of Europe, namely in the Black Sea area, are virtually unseen in the Portuguese territory, where 
only another similar item has been found at Castro Marim –South Portugal–, in contrast with Spain, more 
specifically with the Guadalquivir region, where they are quite frequently found. Therefore, the occurrence 
of the three socketed arrowheads from Monte Figueiró is a challenging discovery, since Central Portugal is a 
peripheral area with respect to the Iberian regions that underwent an actual Phoenician colonisation. Based 
on this assumption, this paper will not focus just on typological and technological issues, but it will go a bit 
further, also reflecting on what these three artefacts can reveal about the interaction between indigenous inland 
communities from Central Portugal and Phoenician traders.

Key words: Central Portugal; Early Iron Age; socketed arrowheads with spur; Phoenicians; Orientalizing 
world; archaeometallurgy.
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Two West Phoenician bronze horse bits in the Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York): 
On the function and iconography of the so-called Bronze Carriazo item

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 53-78

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, in New York, exhibits two bronze plaques which reproduce the 
iconography of the famous Spanish item known as ‘Bronce Carriazo’. They are considered as lateral cheeks 
of a horse bridle bit cast by a West Phoenician workshop around the 7th century bc. They present some 
iconographic and, above all, technical differences with the Sevillian piece. These horse harness pieces represent  
the goddess qudšu ’aštart, a winged warrior divinity linked to the Phoenician royalty. The two heads of birds at the  
upper edges seem to configure the bow and the stern of a solar boat (the sun itself is symbolized in a central 
rosette). It would be the solar ship that sails through a water sky, depicting the trip to the otherworld in the 
extreme West. These Hispanic-Phoenician bronzes are inspired by the oriental repertoires and they reflect  
the assumption of a mythical and religious ideology, of strongly oriental roots, by the western Iberian 
aristocracies throughout the Early Iron Age.

Key words: Bronzes; horse harness; Orientalising Period; Iberian Peninsula; religion. 
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Ethnic duality or social heterogeneity? Ceramic assemblages and everyday practices in 
Emporion’s Neápolis, c. 425-375 bc

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 79-108

This paper analyses the ceramic assemblages in several stratigraphic units from domestic contexts or dumps 
related to everyday activities in the Neápolis of Emporion, dating ca. 425 to 375 bc. The main aim of the study 
is to examine the domestic ceramic assemblages –kitchen ceramics, tableware and domestic storage– and to 
analyse them focusing on their manufacturing traditions and their use in daily practices. The results of this 
study show the existence of strong cultural entanglements. This invites us to reject traditional interpretations, 
largely based on written classical sources, that have argued for the occurrence of a strict dual division in 
the enclave along ethnic lines, with two neatly segregated communities that never overlapped in this urban 
landscape. This study argues against the simplistic use of material culture as an ethnic marker, emphasising 
instead the role of some daily-use objects in the construction of social distinction, as well as other social, 
intersectional identities that go beyond ethnicity.

Key words: mixed communities; Greek overseas settlements; daily practices; consumption practices; culinary 
traditions; social identities; cultural contact.
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Transport of marmora from Almadén de la Plata quarries (Seville) in Roman times: 
evaluation of estimated routes and new research approaches through gis

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 109-138

In recent years notable progress has been made in the characterization of stone materials from the Baetic 
quarries of Almadén de la Plata (Seville), both in terms of the areas of extraction and the distribution of their 
products. The present work focuses on the analysis of the routes used to carry the stone from the quarry to 
the main loading points on the Guadalquivir River. To this purpose, in the first part of the text, the proposals 
presented to date by the researchers are reviewed and evaluated according to different evidence and criteria. 
In a second part, a proposal of optimal routes is carried out using the application of Geographic Information 
System –gis–, as an alternative method now subject to more objective measures. Ultimately, all this prompts 
some reflection on the different parameters that would have conditioned the transport of heavy loads in 
antiquity and our greater or lesser capacity to evaluate them.

Palabras clave: ornamental stones; Roman Baetica; heavy load transport; Least Cost Paths; interdisciplinary 
studies.
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The underwater site of Las Amoladeras, Cabo de Palos (Cartagena). New archaeometric 
approaches

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 139-162

The aim of this article is to reinterpret a well-known underwater archaeological site located at Las 
Amoladeras, in La Manga del Mar Menor, near Cabo de Palos. For this purpose, after a historiographical 
review, we have studied, contextualized and undertaken isotopic analyses of some of the most interesting 
material from this archaeological site, as well as a plomo monetiforme (coin-like lead token) of the same type 
as those recovered at Las Amoladeras and the ones that circulated in the Balearic Islands. The lead isotope 
analyses carried out on the afore-mentioned artefacts allow us to determine the source of the ore used  
in the first two objects as Cartagena-Mazarrón and the Sierra Morena respectively. However, the lead used in  
the manufacture of the plomo monetiforme seems to reflect a mixture of metals. Based on all the above, we 
interpret this site as the remains of a shipwreck dating from 50-30 bc that was carrying a cargo composed in 
part, if not almost exclusively, of metallic items, mostly lead objects, probably to be sold and recycled. Las 
Amoladeras can therefore be contextualized in a very specific historical and economic framework: that of the 
commercialization and reuse of the lead in late Republican Hispania.

Key words: Carthago Nova; Pollentia; trade; isotopes; shipwreck; lead; mining.
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First advances of the archaeological excavation in the mausoleums of the southeastern 
gate of Baelo Claudia: the monument of Iunia Rufina

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 163-184

Recent archaeological works in the mausoleums near the South Eastern Gate of Roman Baelo Claudia 
(Bolonia, Tarifa, Cádiz) are presented in this paper. Both monuments were partly visible before the excavation 
and our aim was to throw light on their structure, spatial relation to the decumanus and their chronology. 
The open-area excavation allowed us to determine that they were looted in ancient times and that they even 
suffered an earthquake. Fortunately, the collapse of the mausoleums caused by that seismic episode covered 
–and hid– the different decorative elements with debris. Thus, the excavation has allowed recovering these 
valuable elements from one of the two mausoleums: the complete architectural order made in marble (base, 
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column and capital), as well as the funerary inscription, made of bronze letters. This is an extraordinary find 
for the quality of the architectural elements and for being one of the few inscriptions made in litterae aureae 
that have been preserved.

Key words: Necropolis; decumanus; mausoleum; Corinthian order; inscription; litterae aureae; earthquake. 
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A post-imperial necropolis of the Roman villa of Almenara de Adaja-Puras (Valladolid)

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 185-206

We present a small group of 10 tombs located in the vicinity of Almenara de Adaja-Puras villa. This 
cemetery area corresponds to a human group related to the last phase of the activity in this Roman villa, when 
around the urban pars was arranged a series of constructions of rustic type that were in use until advanced 
the second half of the vth century ad. Several aspects of this necropolis are analyzed, among them the buried 
population and the characterization of the funerary deposit and/or the ritual. The internal organization and its 
despoilment are also emphasized, which has made it possible to recognize different moments of use in the Late 
Antiquity. The most outstanding features of these burials in graves are the lack of trousseaux and containers 
for the funeral feast, the use of coffins and the presence of ritual footwear deposited on one side of the feet. 

Key words: Late Antiquity; rural cemetery; coffin; funerary remains; ritual shoes; pillage; mensa tomb.
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A unique Roman portrait from the forum of Florentia Iliberritana (Granada)

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 209-228

This paper presents the study of a Roman portrait discovered in recent excavations in the Albaicín district 
–c/ Gumiel, 6– of Granada. The portrait was found in a level dated to the Late Antiquity as part of the fill 
of a vaulted infrastructure, possibly related to the forum buildings of Florentia Iliberritana, located close by. 
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The iconographic and stylistic analyses of the portrait, as well as the known parallels –sculptures in the round 
or reliefs– suggest that it was made around the early Hadrian’s reign. It presents a unique iconography with 
certain features related to Hadrian’s portrait specifically known as the ‘Tarragona type’, created during the 
Emperor’s stay in this capital –122-123 ad–. It represents a member of the elite from that period, whose 
honorary portrait could have been exhibited in the Florentia Iliberritana’s municipal forum, dismantled in Late 
Antiquity.

Key words: Roman sculpture; iconography; Roman epigraphy; Hadrian’s reign; Hispania.
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A new hypothesis on the presence of local elites from Barcino in Laietanian wine 
production: the case of Lucius Minicius Natalis

Zephyrus, lxxxv, January-June 2020, pp. 229-242

This paper intends to clarify the role played by the Roman elites in the production and distribution of wine 
produced in the Provincia Hispania Citerior. We propose the interpretation of stamps L·M·N, and L·M·N o, 
documented in Dressel 2-4 Laietanian amphorae, in relation to a Lucius Minicius Natalis. Given the chronology 
of these vessels –c. ad 30-40– this individual might have been a direct ancestor of the consuls from Barcino 
who bore this name and whose cursus honorum underwent during the time of emperors Trajan and Hadrian. 
To raise this hypothesis we have carried out an extensive review of the epigraphic evidence on amphorae, as 
well as the prosopographical study of the gens Minicia and fundi that would control the ager of Barcino. After 
such an analysis, we conclude that the most plausible option is to understand these epigraphic stamps on 
amphora as Lucius Minicius Natalis and Lucius Minicius Natalis Opus or Officina, respectively. Therefore, this 
interpretation of the epigraphic evidence allows us to conclude that most probably, the richness of the well-
known Minicii Natales, who developed a consular career, must have had its origin in the wine production of 
their ancestors in the ager of Barcino.

Key words: Laietania; amphorae; epigraphy; instrumentum domesticum; trade networks.
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