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ANAlYTIC SUMMARY

Parrot, David
Military Revolution or Military Devolution? Early Modern Military Change 
and Continuity
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 33-59

ABSTRACT: This article seeks to take issue with the historical paradigm of military 
development in the early modern period as a state-directed process linked to ideas of 
centralization and bureaucratic control. Although the widespread deployment of merce-
naries and the support and supply of armies and navies via private contracting has been 
noted by historians, their significance as viable and predominant mechanisms for deplo-
ying military force have not been properly examined. By exploring the development of 
all aspects of warfare waged through private contracting from the later sixteenth century 
onwards, it will be argued both that this style of warfare was not some anomaly, undertaken 
by weak or irresponsible rulers, but a logical means to deploy resources in the context of 
the limitations of early modern governments and of their dependence on the resources 
and cooperation of elites.

Key words: State, Early Modern, Historiography, War, Military Revolution, Fiscal-
Military State, Military supplies, Military Entrepreneurs. 

Rodríguez Hernández, Antonio José
Asientos and Military Contractors in the Seventeenth Century: The example 
of the Bread and the Gunpowder
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 61-98

ABSTRACT: This text approaches the importance of the Asientos inside the expense of 
the armies that fought in Spain during the 17th century. For it we analyze the management of 
the supply of bread whose quantity was the most outstanding expense of any army, which 
was always in private hands. We also analyze the production of gunpowder in Spain, and 
their transformation in a monopoly in private hands in the form of Asientos Generales.

Key words: Asientos, Supply, Bread, Gunpowder and Army.



© Ediciones Universidad de Salamanca Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 5-19

Serrano Álvarez, José Manuel
Power and Glory: Elite and Military Bases in the Havana Shipyard during xviii 
Century
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 99-125

ABSTRACT: Throughout the 18th century, Havana’s shipyard served to reveal the 
conflict of interests between the local elite and Spain’s imperial needs in the Caribbean. 
Power, associated with wealth, and glory, which came from social position, were the 
driving forces of the collaboration between the powerful upper echelons of Havana and 
the political-military authorities sent from the Peninsula. Military bases were one of the 
means to achieve both ends, and gave rise to endless struggles over the vital military arsenal, 
a source of riches, power and constant intrigue. This work illustrates the panorama of this 
cooperation, equally a necessity and an obligation.

Key words: Havana Shipyard, Elites, Military Bases, Shipbuilding, America 18th century.

Baudot Monroy, María
Contractors and Naval Policy. The victualling of the Spanish Navy in the 
Beginning of the War against Great Britain, 1739-1741
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 127-158

ABSTRACT:  In 1739 while British and Spanish diplomats tried to avoid a war, both 
nations prepared the infrastructure to arm their respective Navies. The mobilization of 
the Spanish resources for war was very much hampered by the bankruptcy of March that 
same year. While for Britain the victualling of the fleet was a challenge, for Spain the need 
to ensure the supply of food conditioned the political and financial decisions and increased 
the contractors privileges as well as the dependency for their services of the crown.

Key words: Naval policy, Spanish Navy, victualling, Contractors, Finances.
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Torres Sánchez, Rafael
Direct Administration of Asiento. The State Military Supply Policy in Eighteenth- 
Century Spain
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 159-199

ABSTRACT: one of the commonest handles on state construction in historical studies 
is to look at how the state solved its warfare resource mobilisation needs: by direct admi-
nistration or by asiento (state contract) Thompson, for example, has related the decline 
of the Hapsburg state to the switch from a direct-administration to asiento system, 
just as the strength of the Bourbon state has been attributed to a greater role of direct 
administration over asientos. our aim in this article is to weigh this approach against the 
historical evidence. on the basis of studies of the eighteenth century we have concluded 
that the Bourbon state turned to asientos much more often than past historical research 
might have suggested. The supply cases analysed show that there was never a strict linear 
development in any direction, rather a continual fluctuation from one to the other. The 
reasons for this behaviour is because the limits between asientos and administration were 
much more blurred than has hitherto been thought and, above all, because it did not balk 
the strength of the state or the exercising of its authority. 

Key words: State, Eighteenth century, Direct administration, Asiento, Military supplies, 
Asentistas.

Solbes Ferri, Sergio
Campillo and Ensenada: Supplying Wardrobe for the Army during the Italian 
Campaigns (1741-1748)
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 201-233

ABSTRACT: The objective of this study is to analyze the contracting of wardrobe for 
the Spanish Army during the period 1741-1748. This is a time of military activity coin-
cided with the campaign in Italy which came to mobilize about 60,000 men. It includes 
the management developed by Campillo until his death and the first stage of Ensenada 
government until the signing of the Treaty of Aquisgran. our documentation is based on 
the activity of the General Treasury as an institution responsible for financing purchases. 
We will see that the main formula is hiring suppliers but still remain other formulas better 
considered by the Crown. We will emphasize the necessity to differentiate between the 
pressure exerted over income lessors and provisioning suppliers. These suppliers main-
tained their positions unchanged during our study period.

Key words: Spain 18th century, Army, Wardrobe, Suppliers, General Treasury.
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Andújar Castillo, Francisco
War, venality and Soldier Contracts in the xviii Century
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 235-267

ABSTRACT: During the xviii century, every time the Hispanic monarchy was in need 
of new military units for war, they resorted to the private levy system, since this was 
the most effective, fastest and cheapest system to provide the king with soldiers. The 
compensation always consisted in the granting of blank patents to the army contractors 
or troop raisers for them to appoint military positions to those who provided a certain 
amount of money or its equivalent in recruited men. This study analyzes the historical 
evolution of contracts for the raising of armies, revises the concept of contract to grant 
it a meaning wider than the one given by historiography to date, analyzes the different 
types of contracts according to the size of the armies to be raised, studies the chronology 
of contracts throughout the entire century and, lastly, presents a model of troop raising 
to illustrate the two key elements that converged in those who ventured to raise new 
military units: wealth and previous experience. Finally, this survey addresses the study of 
the venality of military positions which entailed the raising of troops.

Key words: venality, xviii Century, Contracts, Soldiers, Military Recruitment.

González Enciso, Agustín
Contractors and Manufacturers: Supplying Arms and Ammunition to the Spanish 
State in xvii and xviii Centuries
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 269-303

ABSTRACT: This paper deals with the problem of provisioning arms and ammunition by 
the Spanish state during the xvii and xviii centuries according to the types of entrepreneur 
(the asentista or contractor) involved and the characteristics of the organisation developed. 
First, there is a formal description of the arms industrial sector (cannons, ammunition, 
muskets), touching such aspects as industrial organisation and the technology implied. The 
body of the paper goes on the figure of the asentista in each subsector: who were them, if 
they had other business, what were the characteristics of the contracts and the real relation 
with the Administration, if they developed family links in their business, and so on. Up 
to 1760, contracting by the state was dominant, but afterwards the policy was changed in 
several sectors so the state became a manufacturer state, owner of his factories. The last 
part of the paper focuses on this period, looking at the circumstances and consequences 
of that change of policy on provisioning and on the entrepreneurs.

Key words: Contractors, Manufacturers, Arms Industry, Ammunition Supply, xvii 
and xviii Centuries, Spain.
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lorenzo Pinar, Francisco Javier
Trading Companies Foundation in the City of Zamora in the Sixteenth Century 
(1575-1600)
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 307-342

ABSTRACT: This paper tries to reconstitute the conditions for the foundation of the 
trading companies in the city of Zamora (northwest of Spain) in the Sixteenth Century. It 
studies the socio-professional category of the associates, their functions, their contributions, 
the duration of the companies and their geographical areas of action. It’ll also delineate the 
distinctive features or possible parallelisms with others Spanish societies and it’ll try to 
verify some affirmations about the commercial activity of Zamora during this period. This 
article supposes a contribution to a subject scarcely studied for the interior places of the 
Iberian Peninsula in the Sixteenth Century.

Key words: Trading societies, companies, merchants, fish, Zamora, Spain, Sixteenth 
Century.

Gómez Navarro, Soledad
Family, Statement and Institution: The Secular Clergy in the Kingdom of 
Cordova in the Mid-Eighteenth Century. The Case of lucena
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 343-369

ABSTRACT: This contribution is part of a larger project currently being developed, 
focusing on the study of family structure, economic, social and institutional secular 
clergy of the kingdom of Cordova through the Ecclesiastic Books, Haciendas Families 
Books and Ecclesiastical cadastre of the Marquis of Ensenada. This text is just a preview 
of that through, in particular of the most important center of Cordova Subbaetic by the 
number of clergy and church institutions as it was during the old Regime lucena, and 
only their families in church books. Well-known source of the responses emanating from 
that particular survey magna Bourbon with the great servant of Fernando vI sought the 
wealth of his subjects of the crown of Castile to apply the Single Tax, this documentary 
is, however, largely untapped from the triple perspective here will be-hence the interest 
in this development, real contribution, then, modernist historiography, and to be viewed, 
analyzed and understood in the context of a state increasingly need to know, monitor 
and control their subjects to rule, as it was, in short, illustrated. Basic methodology for 
obtaining our threefold purpose indicated is the quantification and subsequent statistical 
system is indispensable in this case, to fully understand the text it supports. Finally, a 
second phase focused on the analysis of the books of ecclesiastical estates now rounded 
results are presented, as defined by the economic situation of the group examined. 

Key words: Castile, Illustration, Secular clergy, Family, Social order, Institution.
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Diago Hernando, Máximo
Bartolomé Arnolfo, a Native from Savoy in Madrid at the Middle of the Seven-
teenth Century, Financier, Merchant and owner of Transhumant livestock
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 371-407

ABSTRACT: In the course of the seventeenth century a numerous community of 
foreign merchants took shape in Madrid. Individuals of very diverse origins conformed 
this community, that was divided in «nations», in which the merchants of the same origin 
came together. one of these «nations» was conformed by the subjects of the duke Savoy, 
that were not very numerous in Madrid at this time. In this article the author pays atten-
tion to one of the most prominent members of this nation, the merchant and businessman 
Bartolomé Arnolfo. He informs about his activity as a merchant, and he pays particular 
attention to his activity as wool exporter, that he puts in connexion with other activities 
such as money-lending and transhumant sheep-breeding.

Key words: Spain, Madrid, Savoy, Trade, Finance, Transhumant Sheep Breeding, 
Seventeenth Century. 

Felices de la Fuente, María del Mar
To Reward Services with Honors: the Growth of the Nobility Titled in the 
Reigns of Philip Iv and Charles II
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 409-435

ABSTRACT: During the seventeenth century, the nobility titled ceased to be a select and 
limited group for to open up gradually to new members, even without a noble origin, who 
were able to achieve a nobility title trough diverses systems that were established for it. 
Although there are few studies about the creation of these honors during this century, it 
seems that until the reign of Philip Iv, the nobility titles were granted mainly to firstborns 
and younger sons of the main noble Houses. However, since then and especially in the 
reign of Charles II, the policy of creating nobility titles varied significantly by the large 
increase they experienced, and because in large part they were awarded to whom offered 
the money as the main merit. In this study, based on existing studies and consultation of 
unpublished documents, we analyze, among other things, the change that the top of the 
privileged class experienced during this period, the merits that were rewarded with grants 
so precious, and the new elites who managed to get this honors. Although there were new 
graduates who responded to the traditional concept of nobility, there were also nobility 
titles that were granted to people with dark or uncertain origins, who had served to the 
Crown only with the «merit» of money.

Key words: Philip Iv, Charles I, Seventeenth century, Nobility estate, Nobility titled, 
Inflation of honors, venality. 
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Alloza Aparicio, Ángel y villani, Stefano
Continental Contemporary Readings of the English Revolution. The Cases of 
Italy and Spain as Examples
Stud. his., H.ª mod., 35, 2013, pp. 437-459

ABSTRACT: Initiated at the very beginning of the movements, discussions about the 
origin and causes of the English revolution have become one of the most valuable themes 
within the Anglo-Saxon historiography. on the contrary, continental contemporary 
readings of those events remain to be decoded and fully comprehended. This article 
reveals and examines some of those readings, notably those registered in Italian republics 
and in Spain, including some of them which have remained so far out of the scope of the 
historian. Despite the common features apprehended among the cases studied, all of them 
show a wide range of interpretations; variety which derives from the different forms of 
approaching to the past, from the degree of pragmatism of the reports analysed, and from 
the ideological and cultural positioning of their authors.

Key words: English revolution, contemporary readings, Seventeenth Century, Italy, 
Spain.
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